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were adopted with the view of forcing the people to
embrace the Catholic faith. Their pagodas were de-
troyed, and an attempt appears almost to have been made
to carry out their propagandism by fire and sword, in
imitation of the manner in which Muhammadanism had
been previously introduced into India. The forces at the
disposal of the Portuguese were, however, utterly dispro-
portioned to the magnitude of their intentions, and the
results were not only a complete failure to accomplish
their object, but their attempts greatly increased their
unpopularity with the people, and added to the difficulties
they otherwise encountered in establishing a Portuguese
Empire in the East. The priests, monks, and other
members of the various religious orders, in course of time
multiplied in India out of all proportion to the require-
ments of the Portuguese populations or of the native
converts, and greatly harassed the Government by their
inordinate assumptions and pretensions, so that they
added in no inconsiderable degree to the difficulties of
Government in dealing with the natives. To such an
extent did they abuse their power that they absorbed a
large proportion of the revenues of the State for their
maintenance and ecclesiastical purposes, so that the Gov-
ernment often lacked means for the proper support of
their factories and military establishments.

In this and other ways were the revenues of the State
misappropriated and squandered, and successive Governors
were left without the means for establishing themselves
in new conquests, and often held those they had acquired
only by the passive permission of the natives. Almost
the final blow to the hopes of the Portuguese of estab-
lishing an Eastern Empire was given when Portugal fell